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Pork industry image enhancement continues to be a top priority for Illinois pork producers. The IL Pork Producers Association (IPPA) has initiated many image activities to promote the pork industry to local communities.

Since 2006 IPPA has offered a program with matching co-op dollars to assist individual pork producers and county pork producer groups to be more positively involved and visible in their communities.  The IL Pork Community Outreach Co-op Program will offer pork producers up to $250 of matching funds towards expenses on selected community relations activities.  

Objectives
1. Improve the image of pork producers and the pork industry in local communities in Illinois.
2. Help foster relationships between local pork producers and members of rural communities.
3. Multiply the positive effects of pork producer involvement in the communities where hogs are raised and increase positive press from local media of pork producers and the pork industry.

Programs eligible for cost-sharing dollars include:
· Sponsoring pork as the main dish for a community meal or charity event. Examples: school fundraisers, Relay for Life, church fundraisers, Lions Club, etc.
· Hosting a hog roast or other pork meal for a near by housing development.
· Sponsoring a local sports team (your farm name and the pork logo would be worn on the jerseys).
· Sponsoring signage at a local sporting event or local school activity (your farm name and the pork logo would be displayed).
· Sponsorship of a local festival. Could include pork display, giveaways, prizes, signage, etc.
· Doing classroom visits educating youth about the nutritional value of pork and modern pork production (educational materials provided by IPPA).
· Other Local Community Activities. 

To be eligible you must:
· Complete a cost share request form and submit it to IPPA at least two weeks prior to the event.
· Submit design ideas to IPPA so that appropriate logos & messages may be included.
· Meet IPPA guidelines.
· Provide 50% of the cost of the project (IPPA will match up to $250 of expenses) 

IPPA Guidelines:
· Audience for the outreach project must be rural neighbors & rural community residents (farm & non-farm)
· The sponsorship dollars must be used and be visible in your local community.
· Funds may not be used for political fund raising events.
· IPPA has final decision in approving funds.
· Limited funds are available.  Projects will be approved on a first come-first serve basis.
· Applicants will be limited to one approved co-op event per year, unless funds are still available
· Must contact local media in advance of the event and submit photo of sponsorship or event to IPPA.







IL Pork Community Outreach Co-op Application


Name:       __________________________________________________________________

Farm Name or County Group:   __________________________________________________

Address:    __________________________________________________________________

Phone:       ____________________________Cell or Business:  _______________________

Email:        __________________________________________________________________

County:      __________________________________________________________________


Please give details of the proposed activity including, who, what, when, where & why:














Projected Expenses - Items & Costs (IPPA will provide up to $250 in matching funds)



___________________________________________________________________________
*Must provide receipts to be reimbursed.


______________________________________________________________________
Signature										Date
