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WORKSHEET 
Interpreting a Feed Label 

Answer the following questions using the feed labels provided: 

PIG GROWER SWINE TIME BMD 
What is the major ingredient in this feed? What is the major ingredient in this feed? 

How many active drug ingredients are in this feed? How many active drug ingredients are in this feed? 

What is the purpose of the medication (active drug 
ingredients) in this feed? 

What is the purpose of the medication (active drug 
ingredients) in this feed? 

How many days prior to slaughter should this feed 
be removed? 

How many days prior to slaughter should this feed 
be removed? 

At what weight range should this ration be fed? At what weight range should this ration be fed? 

If I run out of sheep feed, is it okay to give my 
market lamb some of this feed? 

If I run out of sheep feed, is it okay to give my 
market lamb some of this feed? 

While feeding this ration, what other nutrients 
does your pig require? 

While feeding this ration, what other nutrients 
does your pig require? 

How much of this feed should be fed each day? How much of this feed should be fed each day? 
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Answer the following questions using the feed labels provided: 

PIG GROWER SWINE TIME BMD 
Minimum Crude Protein Level? Minimum Crude Protein Level? 

Minimum Lysine Level? Minimum Lysine Level? 

Minimum Crude Fat Level? Minimum Crude Fat Level? 

Maximum Crude Fiber Level? Maximum Crude Fiber Level? 

Range of Calcium Level? Range of Calcium Level? 

Minimum Phosphorus Level? Minimum Phosphorus Level? 

Range of Salt Level? Range of Salt Level? 

Minimum Selenium? Minimum Selenium? 
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ANSWER KEY FOR WORKSHEET 

PIG GROWER SWINE TIME BMD 
What is the major ingredient in this feed? 

GRAIN PRODUCTS 

What is the major ingredient in this feed? 

GRAIN PRODUCTS 

How many active drug ingredients are in this feed? 

THREE 

How many active drug ingredients are in this feed? 

ONE 

What is the purpose of the medication (active drug 
ingredients) in this feed? 

REDUCTION OF CERVICAL ABCESSES;  
TREATMENT OF BACTERIAL SWINE ENTERITIS; 
MAINTENANCE OF WEIGHT GAINS IN THE 
PRESENCE OF ATROPHIC RHINITIS 

What is the purpose of the medication (active drug 
ingredients) in this feed? 

INCREASED RATE OF WEIGHT GAIN AND 
IMPROVED FEED EFFICIENCY 

How many days prior to slaughter should this feed 
be removed? 

7 

How many days prior to slaughter should this feed 
be removed? 

0 (no withdrawal) 

At what weight range should this ration be fed? 

30 – 75 pounds 

At what weight range should this ration be fed? 

125 – 190 pounds 

If I run out of sheep feed, is it okay to give my 
market lamb some of this feed? 

No, contains high levels of copper 

If I run out of sheep feed, is it okay to give my 
market lamb some of this feed? 

No, do not feed to ruminants 

While feeding this ration, what other nutrients 
does your pig require? 

Complete ration, only requires water 

While feeding this ration, what other nutrients 
does your pig require? 

Complete ration, only requires water 

How much of this feed should be fed each day? 

Self-fed (free choice) 

How much of this feed should be fed each day? 

Continuously (free choice) 
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PIG GROWER SWINE TIME BMD 
Minimum Crude Protein Level? 

18% 
Minimum Crude Protein Level? 

14% 

Minimum Lysine Level? 
1.1% 

Minimum Lysine Level? 
.8% 

Minimum Crude Fat Level? 
6.5% 

Minimum Crude Fat Level? 
4.5% 

Maximum Crude Fiber Level? 
4% 

Maximum Crude Fiber Level? 
5% 

Range of Calcium Level? 
.6 – 1.1% 

Range of Calcium Level? 
.4 - .9% 

Minimum Phosphorus Level? 
.4% 

Minimum Phosphorus Level? 
.55% 

Range of Salt Level? 
.4 - .9% 

Range of Salt Level? 
.3 - .8% 

Minimum Selenium? 
.3 PPM 

Minimum Selenium? 
.3PPM 

Leading Questions: 
• Why is the protein level in the Pig Grower higher than the level in the Swine Time BMD?

o It is designed for younger pigs and younger animals require a higher protein level.
• Why is the lysine level in the Pig Grower higher than the level in the Swine Time BMD?

o Lysine is an essential amino acid that helps animals grow. Animals cannot produce
lysine, but get it by ingesting plant proteins.

o Adding lysine to a pig’s diet allows it to grow using lower cost protein sources.
o The growth rate slows as an animal grows, so the larger pigs do not need as much lysine

in their diet as the smaller pigs.
• Why is it important to read the labels provided with a feed?

o Make sure it is appropriate for the type and size of livestock you are feeding.
o Know if there is a withdrawal time to be considered.
o Determine how the feed is to be fed and how much.

• How can not following the directions on a feed tag affect the quality of meat produced from
your animal?

o Could end up with residues in the meat if withdrawal times are not followed or if the
feed is feed differently than on the feed label.
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